THE SURAT CONGRESS AND AFTER         303
him too, bent on conciliating a government that answered con-
ciliation with titles or contempt. Was a National Congress to
be manipulated by mitred Parsis ? It was all very well to plead
Sir Pherozeshah's services to India in the past in the days when
as a disciple of Ranade himself he had stood almost alone
against the bureaucracy, had displayed a courage equal to Mr,
Gokhale's, an eloquence hardly second to Surendranath's, a power
of sarcasm hardly rivalled by Moti Lai's; had been chosen Presi-
dent for the young Congress in 1890; had conquered for Indians
the control of the Bombay Corporation; had converted his city
into a model of local government; had swept her slums and
purged her administration. To the suspicious Nationalist, these
things were nothing new. They belonged to the past, to the
scrapheap of dead reputations. The crisis called for other arms,
other methods.2
It was a remarkable scene that met the visitor's eye. An air of
restlessness, a feeling that something unusual was going to happen,
seemed to pervade the vast assembly. Here and there, some Extremist
leader harangued little groups of men and kept alive the spirits of
his audience. From time to time cheering broke out as some popular
leader was sighted, the arrival of Lala Lajpat Rai in particular,
arousing tremendous enthusiasm. At a little after 2-30, the Pre-
sident-elect arrived, accompanied by Messrs. Pherozeshah, Gokhale,
Surendranath Bannerji and Tribhovandas Malvi, the Chairman of
the Reception Committee, a respected citizen of Surat practising as a
solicitor in Bombay. The drooping spirits of the Moderates revived
as they saw the hearty welcome accorded to Dr. Rash Behart Ghosh,
When everyone had taken his seat on the platform, on wtikh (me
noticed among the men of light and leading from every province,
Dr. Rutherford, one of the friends of India in Parliament, aad
Mr. Nevinson of the Daily News, some patriotk soags were song,
and at their conclusion Mr. Malvi delivered his ackkess of welcome
to the delegates, He was heard in comparative silence, occasionally
interrupted by shouts of dissent when he pleaded
2 Mr. Nevinsoo's The New Spirit m India, pp. 240-1,